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The Editorial Commitiee do not- hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

The Late Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu

The loss that the country has sustained by the death of Mr.

V. Ramadas Pantulu is very great. If the Madras Province stood firgt
in Co-operative finance and the Provincial Co.operative Bank has
been the strongest in the country, the credit should go to him
mainly. As a non-official Co-operative leader he stood head and
ears above others in the [and, having represented India at Inter-
national Co-operative functions, having guided the highest
Co-operative bodies in India and having edited one of the best
Co-operative journals in the world. For this creditable achieve-
ment ih a single field his name deserves to go down to posterity
as a great son of the country. His untiring work and indefatigable
energy were the secrets of his success together with his keen
capacity to distinguish the practical from the unattainable. To the
service he rendered to Co-operation he added many other activities.
His interest in all rural matters was great, more especially in the
village Panchayats. He was connected with the panchayat move-
ment from the start, being the President of the Madras Provincial
Union of Panchayat Boards for long. He was responsible for the first
Panchayat Journal conducted under the auspices of a Public insti-
. tution, the Madras Provincial Co-operative Union, and it was with
him as one of the first sponsors that our union has run this journal.
We are, therefore, particularly grieved that we should have lost one
of our best supporters. In other fields like the Congress movement
and the Andhra movement his contributions were great. We convey
our beartfelt condolences to his family and pray that his soul may
rest in peace.

A free Agricultural Journal.

In pursuance of the Grow More Food Campaign, the Madras
Government have directed that the Agricultural Department should
publish. with the co-operation of the other departments, a monthly
journal in Tamil and Telugu, mainly dealing with agricultural
topics but including also other technicalities of village life like
public health and co-operation. We are told the journal will contain
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not more than 15 to 20 pages of Royal Octavo: It will be distributed
free to selected villages and agricultural associations, reading
rooms, libraries and selected schools: The local agricultural demon-
strator and the district agricultural officers are expected to ensure
that the copies reach the people intended and are put to the best
uge. They are expected to arrange for the reading of the journal to
villagers at the time of their congregations.

We extend welcome to this new attempt of the Government of
Madras in the hope that it shall have a better progpect of being
utilised for the benefit of the villager than the stray leaflets ofi'the
Agricultural and other departments which were very little used by
people for whom they were intended ; for, there was no organisation
for the proper broadcasting of the printed material sent out.

The Madras Budget for 1944-45.

The Government of Madras have pﬁblished a Communique ex-
plaining briefly the financial position of the province and the most
important features of the budget for the year 194445,

The Revenue for the year 1944-45 is estimated at Rs. 3,020.33

lakhs and the expenditure at Rs. 2,375.97 lakhs leaving & net
surplus of 644 lakhs.

Out of the surplus, provision has been made for a net expendi-
ture of Rs. 89°64 lakhs on new schemes, including additional compen-

sation to local bodies for loss of revenue from tolls and profession
tax amounting to 45 lakhs.

~ Among the new schemes for which provigion is made in the
budget are: grants to the Madras University for new technological
courses, opening of Honours courses in Islamic History and Culture
and the Natural Science Group of the Intermediate course in the
Government Muhammadan College, additional grants to aided
elementary schools and panchayats for payment of increased dear-
ness allowance ; extension of rice research stations ; & special pro-
vision of Rs. 2 lakhs for the extension to all Labour Department
schools of free midday meals for pupils

After providing for new schemes and transferring Rs. 554 lakhs
to the Revenue Reserve Fund for post-war reconstruction and

development schemes, a small surplus of Rs. 77 lakhs ig left.

The Government hint at the possibility of the Madras Tobacco
Act being repealed in view of th

e levy of an excise duty on tobacco
by the Central Government. d ©

Discouraging any hope that might be entertained of a possible
reduction in taxation, the Government state that “itis essential to
maintain substantially the existing level of taxation in Madras for
the period of the war, so that this Province will h

. ; ave consid
funds in hand for undertaking large development scheme(;tl a,lftee?allz
war.

. The budget on the receipts side takes credit
the additional revenue from (1)

» We are told, for
concessions from fasli 1353 (2) fro

withdrawal of the land revenue.

m the additional taxation measures
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introduced in the current year namely, the increases in registra-
tion fees, stamp duties, betting tax, and the general sales tax and
(3) the partial suspension of prohibition. The people have very
little to appreciate in a budget which withdraws benefits like land
revenue concession and prohibition, retains additional taxes and
shows a surplus of over 6 crores. Though the Government of Madras
tell us that most of the big surplus (554 lakhs) will be transferred to
Revenue Reserve Fund to finance schemes of post war recondtruc-
tion and development and give categories of expenditure the inten-
sion of this big surplus is c¢lear from another context.

There are a few features of the budget that are satisfactory in
an otherwise unsatisfactory budget. Local bodies have the fullest
contribution the Government could give in lieu of lost toll income.
They are fairly repaid the trouble they have suffered from past
vagaries. It is to be hoped that the district boards will now restore
their share of grants to Panchayats for Panchayat Roads. Itistobe
regretted that no specific provisiou appears to have heen made for
grants to Panchayats under this head. Provision has also been made
for a contribution of ks. 10 lakhs to the fund for the development of
rural water-supply. It is doubtful whether this will be effective in
application. For, there have been very definite statements by
Government that stores for such schemes of development are
difficult to obtain. Under education we have 12 lakhs provided for
new schemes. What the Panchayats get out of it is only assistance
for payment of dearness allowance to teachers at a monthly rate of
Rs. 4 instead of Rs. 3. Nothing appears to have been provided for
grants to Panchayat Libraries. We see there is a grant to be made
for the training of Co-operative Panchayatdars. It isaliright so far
as it goes. But what about the training of members of village
Panchayats? We had hoped that this subject would receive con-
sideration because of the extensive talk of reconstruction after the
war. How is that reconstruction possible without the village
administrative unit being well manned? It is gratifying that Rs. 3
lakhs is set apart for the extension to all labor department schools
of free midday meals for pupils. May we not ask that the same
facility should be extended to poor children in Panchayat schools

also.

It is none too late now. Not much harm will accrue by reduc-
tion of even lakhs from the huge reserve that is left over. Postwar
reconstruction can only be built on the foundations laid in the
village. The demobilised army personnel must also become part of
our enlivened villages They should not be made either to get
isolated or sent to villages where they may feel ill at ease. So, we
earnestly hope that the Madras Government will give the best
asgistance they may, even under the present difficult conditions, to
the Village Panchayats and help them to make villages more agree-
able to modern conceptions of better living.
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